
The thesis appears
at the end of the

introduction. Notice
how it clearly states

the paper's main
argument and

previews what will
be discussed. 

Title is centered
directly above first
paragraph and is

not italicized,
underlined, or in

quotations.

1-inch
margins

all
around

Running header with your last name
and page number in top-right corner

of every page.

Hook: This opening uses a
vivid description to draw

the reader in.

Left-aligned
header with
your name,

your
instructor's
name, the

course name
and number, +

the date

Paper is left-
justified,

double-spaced.
Font is Times
New Roman

12pt.



For in-text citations,
MLA format uses

author-page format:
(Author Page).
Notice how the
citations flow

naturally with the
sentence structure
and how the author

introduced the
source with

credentials earlier in
this paragraph ("As
legal scholar David

Kopel notes...").
Direct quotes are

placed in quotation
marks.

A “block quote”
format is used for
quotes of 4+ lines:
Indent 0.5" from
left margin - No

quotation marks -
Double-spaced -

Citation after final
punctuation -

Introduce with
your own words

above quote.
Follow with
analysis that

connects to your
argument

Paraphrased
quotes are not
in quotations

but are cited in
parentheses.



Evidence
Integration:
Notice how

statistics are
introduced,

cited properly,
and then

followed by the
author's

analysis of
what the data
means. The

author explains
the significance

rather than
letting numbers

speak for
themselves.



The conclusion restates the thesis in
new words, summarizes key points,
and ends with a memorable final
thought that reinforces the main

argument. Notice how it synthesizes
rather than just repeats information.



WORKS CITED FORMAT 
- New page

 - Works Cited title centered. 
-Alphabetical by author's last name.

 - Hanging indent (first line flush left,  subsequent
lines indented 0.5")

 - Double-spaced throughout and follows MLA
guidelines


