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Silencing the Suppressor Myth

A shadowy figure prowls along rooftops, slinking as quietly as a cat on the hunt. They
aim their pistol, fitted with a suppressor, and fire a round at an unsean target. The sound their
weapon makes i3 no louder than a bee in flight. This depiction of the firearm suppressor has been

used countless times in film, televizion, and other media. Despite how pervasive this image has

become, the portrayal lacks any foundation in the science and actual nsage of suppressors. The

ultimate victims in this misrepresentation are the hearimg of fiveamn users and bystanders whe
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suffer from inadequate noise protection. Film and media's portrayal of fireanm suppressors has

created a persistent myth that prevents effective hearing protection for firearm owners and the
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general public from being readily accessible. v (;Z e eat'y s a. “
e paper's main
argument and

previews what will

be discussed.

A story told a thousand times beging to be accepted as truth, regardless of is accuracy.
This is the dilemma facing the suppressor today. While many point to the "Gangster Era"
Hollvwood films of the 1920z and 19305 as the source of suppressor stigma, a more significant
factor shaped current policy. William T. Homaday, director of the Bronx Zoo, published an
mfluential book in 1913 argumg that overlumting threatened American wildlife, and suppressors
exacerbated the problem. However, Homaday's true concemn was not the hunting itself but the

identity of the hunters. As legal schelar David Kopel notes, "According to Homaday, one



For in-text citations,
MLA format uses
author-page format:
(Author Page).
Notice how the
citations flow
naturally with the
sentence structure
and how the author
introduced the
source with
credentials earlier in
this paragraph (" As
legal scholar David
Kopel notes..." ).
Direct quotes are
placed in quotation

marks.

Paraphrased
quotes are not
in quotations
but are cited in
parentheses.

Smaith 2

problem was that modern guns were too accurate. In Wyoming, hunters were using silencers so
one shot didn't frighten away other game” (2). Homaday's solution targeted econcmic and racial
munorities, advecating for prolubstive taxation He “favored an Alabams proposal for an annual

tax of at least $5 a vear on every firearm, to prevent poor people from owning inexpensive guns"

<\ (Fopel 3). This discriminatery approach became foundational to the National Firearms Act of

1934, While the NF A was publicly justified as targeting dangerous criminals, it primarily
affected law-abiding citizens who lacked the financial means fo pay the substantial faderal taxes.
The legislation's actual impact reveals its flawed premise:
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gangster films of the early twentieth century. (Kopel 4)
3
Thiz historical context demonstrates how policy decizions based on prejudice rather than Introduce with

scientific evidence continue to influence contemporary access to hearing protection technology. your own words

above quote.
Follow with

Scientific evidence reveals that suppressors fimction as hearing protection devices rather .
analysis that

than the "silencmg" tools pertrayed in popular media. Firearms produce sound levels ranging connects to your

argument

from 140 to 170 decibels, equivalent to standing on an atreraft carmer deck or near a jet engine

~__ during takeoff (Purdue 3). These levels canse mmediate and permanent hearing damape without

proper protection. When fitted with a suppressor, firearm noise drops by approximately 20

decibels, reducing the sound to 110-130 decibels—=till equivalent to a rock concert or

thimderclzp (Meinke et al. 53}, This reduction, while sigmuficant for hearing preservation, hardly

creates the silent weapons depicted in Hollywood. Furthermore, crime statistics contradict fears
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about suppressor misuse. Between 1995 and 2005, only 153 federal prosecutions mvolved
suppressors, with the majority involving possession by prohibited persons rather than criminal
use. In only 2% of cases was the firearm actually discharged during a crime (Kopel 6). These
data suggest that suppressors pose minimal public safety risks while offering substantial benefits

for heanng conservation.

The hearmg protection benefits of suppressors extend beyond mdrvidual users to enfire
communities. Recreational shooters and hunters suffer disproporficnately high rates of noise-
mduced hearing loss despite using traditional ear protection. Research published in Seminars in
Heoring demonstrates that combining suppressors with subsonic ammumition produces “peak
SPLs [zound pressure levels] for the subsomc ammunifion ranged from 100 to 132 dB SPL i the
suppressed conditions. The levels were 127 to 149 dB SPL for the unsuppressed conditions”
{(Meinke et al. 16). This represents a significant improvement in hearing safety for millions of
Amencan: who engage m shooting sports. Addifionally, commumities near shooting ranges and
hunting areas experience reduced noise pollution when suppressors are used, girnglar to how
automotive mufflers reduce traffic noise in residential areas. The current regulatory framework,
which treats suppressors as dangerous wezpons rather than safety equipment, denies these

benefits to those who would use them rezponsibly.

The perpetuzhion of suppressor myths through popular media has created a policy
framewark that prioritizes unfoundad fears over public health benefits. While Hollywood
contimues to portray suppressors as tools of silent assassination, scientific evidence demonstrates
therr value as hearmg protection devices. The histoncal record reveals that current regulations

originated from discriminatory motivations rather than legitimate public safety concems. Grven
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the minimal cruminal use of suppressors and thewr proven benefits for hearmg conservation,

rahional policy would treat these devices as safety equipment rather than prolubited weapons.

The true cost of maintaining the current system 13 not measured i dollars but in the preventable

hezrmg damage suffered by firearm users and nearby comrmumities who lack aceess to this

proven protective technology.

N
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